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IN THE PICTURE

8 October 2012: A power grid worker
instals new electricity cables in
Zhoushan, Zhejiang Province
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In the past ten years, China’s urban landscapes
have changed beyond all recognition. Con-
struction programmes across the country have
mass-produced not only new buildings, malls
and homes but entirely new cities. The devel-
i opment shows no sign of slowing: the govern-
ment has announced that it plans to build 20

citiesa year for the next 20 years.
- Since1949,all the land in China hasbelonged
i ] to the state. As the country’s economy opened
A itself to the world, demolition and develop-
ment was allowed to occur at an unprece-
dented pace. China’s old towns and cities have
. . o been re-imagined: villages have been eradi-
G C cated to make way for new shopping centres
- {5l and skyscrapers have replaced the traditional
=1 3. hutong buildings. Centuries-old architecture
vk and the cultural heritage of a nation has been

erased from the civic space.

From 2003 to 2007, Ai Weiwei took a series
- - of photographs, entitled Provisional Landscapes.
He travelled to the cities of Shanghai and Bei-
jing, the region of Donbei and other locations
to study the disappearance of the country he
once knew, and the emergence of a new China.
A selection of these previously unpublished
images is reproduced over the following pages.
In addition, exclusively for this edition of the
New Statesman, Ai has returned to some of the
same places and rephotographed the sites he
captured on film nearly ten years ago. These
pictures are paired, where appropriate, with
the original series. As these two sets of images
show, China’s transformation over a decade
hasbeen one of the mostrapid and comprehen-
sive in global history. But a question remains:
cana country ever truly erase its past? @ >
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The photographs on these pages are taken by an
anonymous photographer who has spent the
past ten years living and working in a quietand
remote region of Tibet. Both the photographer
and the subjects of the photographs do not
wish to reveal their identities. These pictures
were not taken for any commercial purpose,
and no one involved ever expected them to be
published. These images are different from the
stereotypical images of Tibet, as they record
the true picture and unfamiliar beauty of a
civilisation that is often brutally represented
and misinterpreted. AW

From the photographer:
Since 2005, I have been taken pictures of the
daily lives of Tibetans. These images are taken

34| BBOAS | 2012451119525 5

in the remote area of Kham, in Garze County,
Sichuan. These groups have largely retained
their nomadic tribal traditions and beliefs, and
their lifestyles have remained almost un-
touched by outside civilisation. For thousands
of years, they have been wearing the same tra-
ditional clothing, going through the same daily
routines, performing the same rituals and be-
lieving in the same religion. Against the back-
drop of rapid urbanisation and massive trans-
formation in China, these images offer a sharp
contrast and reflect the struggles of the Tibetan
people between traditions and change. ®
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KRTFITHTA

AN INTRODUCTION
Jerome A Cohen

The New Statesman is rendering a great public service in making
available an English-language account of the Chinese government’s use
of its tax laws to persecute the innovative and courageous Chinese artist
and activist Ai Weiwei. Having been pressured by world opinion to
release Ai from the harsh and blatantly illegal confinement to which

its police had subjected him for almost three months, the Chinese
government decided to crush him by resorting to economic measures
whose illegality would presumably be less apparent both to its own
citizens and to the outside world.

Fortunately, thanks to the presentation that follows this
introduction, the unfairness and abuses that have marked this tax case
have been unmasked. As Ai’s lawyers make clear, at both the
administrative and the judicial levels the proceedings against him have
been a farce. Much of the evidence apparently used against Ai was
unlawfully collected and retained by the police and the tax authorities.
Administrative hearings that purported to determine his alleged tax
liability were truncated and plainly in violation of international
standards of due process of law, and the subsequent judicial reviews
were no better.

I personally am saddened at this spectacle for reasons that transcend

82 | HBUAS | 2012451 H19525 5

our friendship and my admiration for Ai. Itis nauseating to witness the
damage that the Chinese government has chosen to inflict on its
reputation through the misuse of its criminal justice and tax systems.
Asaninternational lawyer and a law professor seeking to assistin
China’s economic development, I spent over 20 years co-operating
with Chinese officials who were seeking to develop a legal system that
would earn the confidence of its own people and of the foreign business
community. Beginning in 1979, for several years I enjoyed especially
close relations with the National Taxation Bureau, which, during the
early period of the Deng Xiaoping reform era, led the way for other
governmentagencies in establishing impressive regulations and
procedures for carrying out its responsibilities and for developing a
legal process worthy of respect.

The handling of the Ai Weiwei case has been totally inconsistent
with that earlier accomplishment. Neither the Chinese nor the foreign
communities can afford to ignore the scandalous mistreatment of Ai. If
he can become the victim of criminal and commercial injustice, no one
in China or who deals with China can feel safe. ®
Jerome Cohen is a professor of law at New York University and an expert
in Chinese law >
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Asaphotographer, I cannot
represent (and I am not willing
to represent) anybody else.

In the same way, neither can
be represented (nor am I willing
to be represented) by others.

L hope to express in my work
the undeniably powerful
connectedness that reminds
viewers that we are all, in one
way or another, connected to each
other in our deepest emotions.
This kind of connectedness
should not be related to age.

I hope a first glance at my work
conveys the idea of secrecy and
sentiments, under which lies
information awaiting exposure
and recognition: like an index
page pointing towards all
unanswered and growing
questions of life. ®
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Internet users have always had a thirst for
novelty and an interest in sharing the lifestyle
of young people. The photographs I've taken
: of the lives of Chinese youth are like that,
' mainly disseminated and shared online.
The youth culture thatis the subject of the
photographs seems to be that of a minority,
marginalised, even to the point of the bizarre,
breaking away from the mainstream (often
referred to as “guai ka” online). The young
people that I knew and photographed,
from 2004 to today, are all growing up.
Photographing youth is notjusta wilful act.
I would most like to continue photographing
my own development, as well as the changes
in feelings and experiences around me. Maybe
ten or 20 years later, when I'm middle-aged,
with the young people once in front of the
camera also ageing, our thoughts will no
longer be so wild and restless. Maybe we’ll be
more calm and at peace, and the subject of the
photography will probably also change along
with it. When youth are young no more,
the images are no longer intense. ®

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP)( BIG BIRD, 2004., BATS 2011, BREATH, 2012, QUADRUPLED, 2009
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The images in “Girls” come from the process of growing
up, and are of myself and other girls. In order to shake off
the gloom and loneliness of growing up, the attempt is
to gain consolation through the images. The pictures

are both private and non-private. The girls’ world is
confined by their age. As soon as they leave it, it is
difficult to return. In life, they are weak and vulnerable,
and at the same time persistent and decisive. They are
full of hope but also concealing crises. The realities in
the girls’ lives are slowly changing. I hope that their

lives and this series of images will move into the wider
world. They will delay the process by which girls
become women. @

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:

54 | WiBUAK | 20124F 1119525 &



ALL: UNTITLED, 2011

R
AL 50 R i AL B

I think I have a typical life, like any other
ordinary person. The subjects of my
photography also have typical lives,

no different from anyone else. ®
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