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Technocracy, Democratic Participation, and Deliberative Democracy:

The Case Study of Cable Car Citizen Conference

Hung-Jeng Tsai
Department of Applied Sociology, Nanhwa University

Abstract

In the process of policy-making, technocracy easily leads to elitism, while appealing
to people’s preference often lacks essential deliberation. Proponents for deliberative
democracy argue that deliberative democracy can avoid the dogma of technocracy through
citizens’ participation (the principle of democracy) and, at the same time, promote the
quality of democracy by employing citizens’ deliberation for pursuing common good (the
principle of knowledge). Deliberative democracy is therefore capable to combine
democratic participation and professionalism in public decision-making. This article first
argues that knowledge has its inherent uncertainty. Theoretically, different deliberative
viewpoints could find different auxiliary conditions to support their own arguments
that are equally rational. To promote a certain viewpoint as a consensus, therefore,
needs power to suppress other equally rational arguments. Thus while deliberative
democracy is one way to democratize decision-making power, it is also an activity
of domination through knowledge of making arguments. In the case of Kaohsiung
cable car citizen consensus conference, we find how deliberation actions interact
with many historical contingencies in changing. Its final consensus is thus a
consequence of knowledge-power complex that includes both rational deliberation
and various ‘irrational’ factors.

Key words: technocracy, deliberative democracy, uncertainty of knowledge, citizen

consensus conference
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