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Human Rights and Democracy: Symbiosis or
Antibiosis?

Chun-Hung Chen”

The purpose of this paper is to explore the relation between
human rights and democracy. In the recent year, the interrelation of
democracy and human rights has been challenged by Illiberal
democracy and Asian values discourses. The author analyzes these
discourses that address challenges to democracy and human rights at
national and international levels. As | shall show, achieving an
adequate understanding of this relationship depends not only on how
we define democracy, but also on whether we extend our conception
of human rights beyond the civil and political domains. The author
clarifies the connection between democracy and human rights within
states. Only after it's accomplished there can we then consider its
implications for relations between states, and for the international

system generally.
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