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Zhang Xueliang, the Young Marshal

The Xi'an Incident: The Papers of Hyland “Bud” Lyon

Hyland “Bud” Lyon [1908-1973] was a Hollywood stunt man,
racecar driver, and auto mechanic who became an expert in
airplane mechanics in Burbank befare follawing a shewgirl to
Shanghai in late 1934, Once in China, Lyon landed a job as a
mechanic for the China National Aviation Corporation (CMAC),
and joined a small community of Americans and other ex-pats
who were building China's nascent aviation industry, Less than
ayear after his arrival {and just before he was about 1o leave the
country in frustration), Lyon was offered a job as mechanic and
co-pilot for Zhang Xueliang, [also spelled Chang Hsueh-liang,
1901-2001) known as the Young Marshal, a Manchurian warlard
who was one of Chiang Kai-shek’s most trusted generals, For the
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mext five years, Bud Lyon would play an important robe as pilot,
mechanic, and bodyguand for Zhang Xueliang and his family
during one of modern China's mest turbulent periods

Zhang Xueliang was the son of Zhang Zuolin [1875-1928],

a Manchurian warlord whao had battled Chiang Kai-shek's
nationalists before his assassination at the hands of the Japanese,
Although his early career was marred by an opium addiction,
Zhang Xuelhang conguered his demons and, soon after his fathers
death, embraced Chiang Kai-shek and the Maticnalist mevement,
pushed back against the Japanese and Soviet influence, and
made a reunified China his primary goal,

made it very clear that Chiang Kai—shek was fully in control of the

Nationalist army,

and that any detente would be impossible without

Chiang’ s cooperation. Further complicating the issue was the fact that
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Chiang considered the Communists the greater threat to him, as opposed
to the Japanese, whom he considered a minor annoyance.

As the year went on, Chiang became frustrated and then suspicious of the
Young Marshal’s lack of progress against the Communist forces, so much
so that Zhang staged mock battles and engagements with the Communists as
a cover. In October of 1936 Chiang Kai—shek announced that he would step
up his ”suppression campaign” against the Communists. At nearly the same
time, the Japanese army invaded and was repulsed in the Suiyuan Campaign,
giving many in China the hope that Japan could be successfully resisted.

In December Chiang Kai-shek flew to Xi’an to test the loyalty of the
Kuomintang (KMT) forces under Zhang, and to personally lead an attack on
nearby Communist forces. Zhang Xueliang and another General, Yang Hucheng,
tried desperately to convince Chiang to join forces with the Communist
army to resist the Japanese. When they were unable to elicit a compromise,
they took matters into their own hands, and on December 12, 1936, Zhang
and his forces stormed Chiang’ s headquarters and arrested Chiang,
triggering the Xi’an Incident.

The Xi’ an Incident was reported at the time as a treasonous coup by Zhang,
but it is fairer to describe it as a “forced negotiation process.” Chiang
Kai—shek was kept under house arrest for nearly two weeks, during which
time Zhang and Yang asked the Communists to send a delegation to Xi’ an
to discuss the fate of China. For much of the time Chiang resisted
negotiations, until it became clear that his life and freedom depended
upon it.

On December 17, the CPC delegation, including Zhou Enlai, arrived, but
negotiations with Chiang were not fruitful. On December 22, Madame Chiang
Kai—-shek and her brother T.V. Soong arrived to continue negotiations, and
on December 24, an informa | agreement was reached (though Chiang Kai-
shek never officially signed any peace documents). Hostilities between
the two sides, however, immediately ceased, allowing for a successful
resistance to Japan.

After Chiang’ s release, Zhang Xueliang was arrested, tried in a military
court, and sentenced to 10 years for his part in the incident, though he
wound up spending nearly the rest of his life (until 1989) under house
arrest. In the immediate aftermath of the Xi’an Incident, Zhang asked
Hyland Lyon to act as bodyguard to his wife, Edith Chao, and young son,
Bobby. For the next 5 years, while Zhang was in prison in Shanghai, Lyon
piloted the family about, took care of many important domestic
transactions and accompanied them on their travels. He finally left China
in 1941, returning to Los Angeles with 6 steamer trunks full of his



personal collection of photography and documents, in addition to ® small
lockbox of documents.
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YOUNG wARSHAL
(Very privst.eO

Candid photos of Zhang Xueliang taken by Hyland “Bud*” Lyon, 1930s.
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ZHANG XUELIANG'S TELEGRAFH CODE BOOK.

Tolpgraph Code ook Shanghai Elec e Tranumssion Office, 1921.]
12ma, Cviganal printed wrappers, bound wath string a3 dewed, Some
taning o keaves, coners bumped, pencil and ink annotations throughout
i Cod pane.

THE YOUNG AMARSHAL'S COPY with a presentation imscription fo

the upper wrapper: "My Hanging [Zhang’s “courtesy name ™) drom

Lt Fongyen, ™ LI FOMGRENM [ 1890-1969] was & Guangs wadlond and a
Kuamintang (KT) mltary comemander who would Later senee o Vice
President of the Republc of Chena

The 5o ol & poswerlul Manchunan warlond, young Zhang Xuelang was
4
soemarthing of a ne'er-do-well—saddied with both an opum sddiction

i | Fombsmg

and & reputation o & womaninee. The Japanese, befarving he vwould

b 2 mone malleable leader of Manchuria than his father Zhang fuckin
[1875-15928), assmainated the elder Zhang by bambing his frain, Once he
nberitetd his fmher’s land and troops, howaever, Thang XueSang rid himsed
of his addiction and peoved Rirsell fo be a surprsingly capable header;
the lapanese only suctesded i eaming his undying enmety. in 1929,
maatiated by a desie to see China reurited, the Young Marshal (as Zhang
et calledl) aligned his fonces swith Chiang Khi-shek's Kuomintang (KT
This telegraph code book, presented 1o Thang by a fellewr officer, & a
remnant of his KMT career befone the Xitan Inodent.

$6,000 - 8,000

HEDSA5, 000 - 55,000
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MAO ZEDONG. 1893-1976, & PENG DEHUAI, 1898-1974,

Letter Signed in character and stamp by both, 3 pp, Bua, n.p., n.d, [but
likely April 1936], to Zhang Xueliang (" General Hanguin,” his courtesy
name}, on thin pink paper, some creasing horizantally and vertically,
mild toning, 3/4 inch loss at upper laft comer of p 1 just affecting the
salutation, perforations 1o leaves 2 and 3 at upper left

This letter, written by Mao and Peng in their raspective rales as Commissar
and Commander of the Red Army, is an early, if not the first, written
communication between the Communists and Zhang Xueliang, Mao Opens
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with salutations and compliments, commending the Young Marshal on his
desire to unify the Chinese against the invading Japanese. The letter goes
on to outline a road map for peace and a stronger defense against Japan,
and suggests that together the two sides can reform the government
Alter learning of Zhang's possible openness to collaboration with the
Communists against the Japanese, Mao sent Zhou Enlai and Li Kenong
1o meet with him an April 9, 1936, 1t is likely this letter was passed to
Zhang at that time




TRANSLATION
Dear Genery Hanging,

1'193?- MNationalet officer], Wi are so glad to hear that you and Mr
119 Fang leaurtesy name of WANG YIZHE, 1896-1937, commander of the
1671h army] are devoted to the mission of saving our nation from
e € mvasion. Your dedication has not only been shown by ending
cti ;:“M,’ of the Red Army, but aiso by helping our Army in terms of
upples. The people of Ching are very fortunate to have you, and

9: ®alness will cantinue to shine from one generation o the other

Jas very nice to meet Colanel Shaoging [courtesy name of GAQ FUYUAN,

The current situation is so fierce that the critical issue is not whether

to fight back against Japan or if we have enough strength and
commitment in the resistance against the Japanese invasion, On sawing
the nation from the lapanese invasion, the most critical issues are
sincere attitudes and a cooperative spirit in discussing and exchanging
ideas on strategies and action planning.

In accordance, our comrade, Li Kenong of the Political Protection Bureau,
will convey our thoughis and cary out the discussion based on the

following proposals:

The Xi'an Incident: The Papers of Hyland “Bud” Lyon | 13



1. Beginning from the 16th of this month, the Red Army vall start
retreating from the cities of Fushi and Ganguan, The two parties will
then stop any hostile activities and rather, begin to plan the strategy of
the resistance to Japan.

2. Meanwhile, we need to improve our defense, and prepare all
necessities for resistance against Japan.

3. Send representatives to meetings to hold discussions on how to cease
fire between the two parties, and to establish military strategies in the
war against Japan. Meeting locations and dates are to be determined.

4. We suggest the set up of a new national government, and a united
army to resist Japan. What da you think, Mr. Hanging?

5. On the issue of resistance against Japan, Mr. Hanging, what do

you think about the Northeastern Army military strategies and plans,
regardiess of positive or negative?

The above statements are only our initial proposals. We would fike fo see you
fiemiy hold your pledge to resist against fapan, We hope you understand that

14 | Bonhams

the Red Army shall heartily collabarate in the battle against Japan.

Things are very urgent and not much time is left. The people in China are
in days of suffering while the nation is in a dangerous situation. The fall
of North China boosts the spread of poverty with the sick and the poor
in the country. The heroes will be the ones to avoid fratricide and take
initiatives to fight against Japan, and to make an alfied power fo protect
the country. Despite your family having been humiliated by the Japaness,
we know that your greatest concern is the peaple of China. In the same
way, we are determined to regain the loss of North China, We sincerely
look forward to hearing from you soon, day or night.

Warm regards,

The Red Army of China, 1st Figld Army

Commander Peng Dehuai (signature and personal stamp)

Poiitical Commissar Mao Zedong (signature and personal stamp)
£200,000 - 300,000

HKD$ 1,600,000 - 2,400,000
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3
Coded Name List, Effective August 15

Name..........eee.o.... Coded Name Name..........ccoern.... Coded Name
Zhang Xueliang (KMT) .. Li i Liu Ding (CCP)................ Zhao Ding

Wang Yizhe (KMT)......... Mao Zedong (CCP)...

He Guiguo (KMT).... Li Zhi Zhou Enlai (CCP) ...
Daong Yingbin (KMT)...... Li Xin

Liu Duoquan (KMT).

Sheng Shicai (KMT).

‘fan Xishan (KMT) ... Peng Dehuai

Fu Zuoyi (KMT).... Soviet Union ...

Ma Hongkui (KMT) . Zhu Lizhi (CCP)..

Ma Bufang (KMT} ... Xi'an ...

Han Fuju (KMT) Lanzhou.,..

Song Zhayuan (KMT)...... Zhang Ji Northeastern Army.........
Wang Jun (KMT)............ Zhang Dian L N —
Mao Bingwen (KMT)....... Zhang Xiang

Tang Enbo (KMT) ...,

Chiang Kaishek (KMT).... Wang Hsi
Chen litang (KMT)......... Wang Yue

Li Zomgren (KMT}........... Wang Gui
Liu Xiang (KMT}... Wang Chuan
Zhu De (CCP)....... . Zhao De

He Long (CCP).... ... £hao Long
Pan Hannian (CCP)......... Zhao Mian




NG QUIN. 1889-1990,

aph (or possibly scribal) Letter, 3 pp, 410, Nanfing, [September-
Decembier, 1936), to Chiang Kai-shek, on blue stationery,

ding angoing negotiations with the Japanese, creasing at folds,
mild toning; with original transmittal envelope marked in character
anfidential Document,” small cut at flap, light thumbing.

Qun [1889-1990] served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs for
ublic of China from 1935-1937. Zhang reports to Chiang that
had a telegram from China's ambassador to Japan, Xu Shiying
964], who has reported that the Japanese were ready o return
tiations. They were, however, worried about Zhang Xueliang
nder the influence of anti-Japanese forces. Xu also reparted that
ese were worried about the rise of anti-lapanese incidents, and
Sisting that Chiang show his determination to gain control over
apanese forces, The letter closes with Zhang Qun worrying that
e 1o be a final warning from the Japanese government.
to Chiang Kai-shek made its way to Zhang Xueliang's hands,
1L nat known whether Chiang showed it himself or it was
Either way, it would have shown Zhang that Chiang was far
-mﬁanlmlu with the Japanese than with the Communists.
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5

MAO ZEDONG, 1893-1976.

Manuscript Document Signed in character and stamp as Red Army
representative, 2 pp, 8vo, n.p., [October-December], 1936, being a draft
of an agreement titled “Resistance Against Japan,” prepared for the
signature of Zhang Xueliang but not signed by him, mild creasing and
toning, corners folded, stains and small perforation at upper margin from
paper clip; with a SECOND, NEARLY IDENTICAL COPY, ALSO SIGNED BY
MAO and in similar condition.

BOTH COPIES OF THE DRAFT PEACE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
COMMUNIST AND NATIONALIST ARMIES. After a series of negotiations
between Zhang Xueliang and various representatives of the Chinese
Communist Party, Mao prepared and signed these documents, in essence
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the peace agreement between the Communists and the Nationalists.

The goals of the agreement are laid out clearly at the beginning: ta resist
further invasion by Japan and reclaim captured territories; to unite the
two militaries, and to set up a new democratic government for China.
Mao prepared the document for Zhang's signature as the representative
of the Northeast Army, but Zhang purportedly presented it to Chiang Kai-
shek during the Xi-an Incident for the latter’s signature. As we now know,
no official peace agreement was signed during those tense 12 days when
the Young Marshal held Chiang Kai-shek under house arrest, though
both sides did agree to establish a united front against Japan and also to
release prisoners accused of inciting anti-Japanese riots.
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Ce Against Japan Agreement C. To implement the set up of a new national government rooted in

I the principle of saving the nation from the Japanese invasion, democracy.

rgse?f&ffve of the Northeast Army, Zhang Xueliang, and the 2. In order to accomplish the above political missions, both parties commit
'ta.ﬂve of the Red Army, Mao Zedong, agree to contribute high  to execute the following activities in their military territories across every

I€llance and trust between the two parties, and strive to achieve  aspect of the nation:

of the mission as follows: A. Strive to immediately stop the civil war (cease the attack of the Red

i fh@ invasion of Japan and regain the lost territories by a Army) across the nation, to advocate the cooperation between all political
IPped to save China. divisions, and armies (particularly the Nationalist Government and armies

"”e{'t the united alliance of all political divisions and all armies  under Chiang’s rule) across the nation in order to implement the military
ation, activities of resistance against Japan.
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B. Organize activities of resistance against the Japanese invasion amaong
citizens, industry, business, and rural entities acrass the nation.

€. Across the country, promote the set up of a new national government
rooted in democracy; call for an urgent national congress in accordance
with universal suffrage to organize the national defense government.

p. Absalute entitlements to ditizens of their rights of free speech, gathering,
formation of community and association, as well as publication,
3. In the nearest best timing, the two parties agree to initiate and
organize a national conference among alf political divisions and all armies
in order 1o establish strategies and plans to resist the Japanese invasion,
gefore the conference, the two parties arrange initiative meetings to
discuss and organize all necessary preparation,
4. During the war of resistance against the Japanese invasion, the two
partics shall take their own military responsibilities, however be wholly
cooperative an all military activities. Under the command of the united
national power of resistance against Japan, the two parties are to
accomplish the mission to stop the Japanese invasion of China.
5, The two parties guarantee their political divisions and armies will nat
violate any clause of this agreement with any propaganda or activities,
Nevertheless, the two parties retain their political sovereignty:
6. Based upon the principles of the above clauses, the two parties shall
estabilish, by mutual consent, military or specific policies on particular fssues.
7. This agreement shall take effect upon signature of the representative of
of the two parties.
Any armendment to this agreement requires the mutual consent of

pari.'FE.

936 fempty) Month (empty) Day
| east Army Representative (empty)
Army Representative (Mao's signature and personal stamp)
00,000 - 500,000

KD$2,400,000 - 3,800,000

G (1893-1976) bl

T « WA « AT - L E - BvoRt « BB
SAIEHF A H I - WP - gt BB
TR - SRR « FTOERSHRE L « PP - b
SISEHRF 2 SPREAL - B TIARA - BUEAS P 4006 « 6
FEATRRUGETR - WG ORI -

LB R o] e I R B e T
PR e 0 S R ™ U B | - S PRI R
ZEER SRR E AR - APl - el W A
B RS - CRA R S R LRG0 1
BLSCIF + ZATTSHE CLEITEPG L BTN S S8 il e - kR
B SR b LG AT S (ARG - K0 - B Ay
e e SRR I E R et R Tl B T T G

The Xi'an Incident: The Papers of Hyland “Bud” Lyon | 23




24 | Bonhams




ZHANG XUELTANG. 1901-2001.

Autograph Manuscript Signed in character 5 times, 8 pp, 16mo, n.p., “night January
6, 26th year of the Republic” (i.e. 1937), housed in a small .ed leatherette journal,

very minor wear.

THE YOUNG MARSHALS FAREWELL MESSAGES, WRITTEN ON THE PLANE RIDE BETWEEN XI’ AN AND
NANJING. After the release of Chiang Kai—shek on December 25, Zhang Xueliang chose
to return to the capital with the Generalissimo. Once there, Chiang had Zhang

arrested and tried in a military tribunal, where he was convicted and sentenced to

ten years (but yound up spending most of the rest of his life in confinement).

] his document, a series of messages to the people of China, his family and friends,
reveals Zhang' s intention to kill himself rather than be subjected to the unknown

humiliation that awaited him.

From the first part, translated: ”I sincerely have faith in the salvation of the
country; however my conduct has been anti—national. Having vowed to be a faithful
and trustworthy man, I never expected to let this happen. The most heartbreaking
thing is seeing the Japanese find pleasure in their oppression over the Chinese

Rather than witness the fall of our country,

I will take my own life. Hopefully this will end some problems. I wish the leaders
of our country to be morally conscious with an awareness of their actions. I have
repeatedly expressed my thoughts to Mr. Chiang who possesses extraordinary
intelligence. If Mr. Chiang would reconsider my opinions, I would greatly appreciate
it

To his family, Zhang writes: ”I your brother (father) was straight forwardly reckless.
I worked for the salvation of our country, however had no good solutions. The

Northwest incident was never planned. Therefore, I came to the capital alone hoping
to end the problems. My intention was to save the country from Japanese imperialism
and had never expected to let things turn out like this. I do not want to stay alive
dfid let other problems arise because of me. Even though I may not have directly
caused their death, I am indirectly responsible. I take total responsibility for
all the problems. For our country and our families, all the Zhang descendants will
swear to take revenge against Japan and will not forget this in the future.” The
rest of the document, addressed to T.V. Soong, Jimmy Elder, General Tan Enbo, and
two others, gives detailed instructions regarding the dispensation of Zhang s vast

estate.

$40, 000 - 60, 000 HKD$300, 000 — 400, 000
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Shanghai, c. 1936

LYON, HYLAND “BUD.” 1908-1973.

A large collection of photographs, correspondence, and memorabilia, much
of it relating to Lyon’ s years in China, 1934-1941, but also including
early and late material, as follows:

Box 1

Album of Lyon’ s early years, with photographs of him as an infant, child
and young man, along with early letters to his grandmother.

Album of Lyon’ s Hollywood years, 1925-1934, including film stills and
images of him as an auto mechanic, actor, stunt man, and pilot.

LYON' S CORRESPONDENCE FROM CHINA: 89 letters (Autograph Letters Signed
and Letters Signed), approximately 250 pp, 4to and 8vo, various places
in China and the Pacific, September 14, 1934 to July 21, 1940, on various
letterheads including the CNAC, Nan—Hu Airfield, and several ocean liners,
most to his grandmother but a few other correspondents, being a dear,
detailed first—hand narrative of his years in China in the service of the
CNAC, the Young Marshal, and others.

Box 2

A large collection of documents and photographs relating to CNAC, the
aviation ground school at Nan-Hu Airfield, and his work post-Xi’an
Incident with the Young Marshal’ s family. Includes correspondence and a



large series of telegrams sent back and forth between Lyon, Julius Barr,
James Elder, and other influential figures.

4 small metal luggage tags stamped “Marshal Chang Hsiao Liang” and
individually numbered (26, 129, 172, 300).

11 Autograph Letters and Notes Signed by Edith Chao, to Mr. Lyon, along
with several canceled checks also signed by her, and together with a
checkbook bearing an inscription identifying it as the Young Marshal’ s.

Box 3

A collection of early photos relating to Lyon’ s childhood and film career.
Approximately 20 Autograph Letters Signed of Dee St. Claire, the showgirl
Lyon followed to China, c.1935; together with a signed photograph of St.
Claire.

A small accordion file with printed cards, many annotated, of Lyon’ s China
contacts.

Typed transcriptions of Lyon’ s letters, likely by his grandmother Jane
Hunter, housed in blue 3-ring binder.

A collection of Lyon’ s auto and pilot’s licenses from China, etc.
A large piece of shrapnel removed from Lyon’ s body, 1930s.

A small address book and journal, dated March—July 1937, describing an
illness and hospital stay, plus his movements about Hangkow with Elder
and Julius Barr.

Box 4
Original correspondence from Jane C. Hunter, Lyon’ s grandmother,

1930s-1950s, covering his years in China. Over 200 letters containing much
news of family and life in US, commentary on Bud s letters home. Trunk 1

21 3-ring binders featuring Lyon’ s typed narrative illustrated with
photographs and clippings, titled “China in the Raw” and covering the
years 1935-1941, quoting heavily from his own writings as well as news
sources.

Approximately 4000 frames of 35 mm film negatives housed in 9 red
leatherette albums and consecutively numbered: images of Lyon’ s years in
China.



3 red leatherette albums, oblong 8vo, each with mounted gelatin silver
prints of Lyon’s images, various sizes (23 inches to 5 x 7 inches),
including images of city and country life in China in the 1930s, the
various CNAC airplanes Lyon worked on, Chinese in formation, and
atrocities committed by Japanese troops, among others.

Trunk 2

A large collection (exceeding 2000) of loose silver gelatin prints of
Lyon’ s photos of China, most 4x5 inches, many with his photographer’s
stamp, some identified in pencil. Views of people, places, and events in
China, 1935-1941.

Trunks 3-4

Lyon’ s personal papers from his later years, including documentation
relating to patent efforts and machine shop business, personal
correspondence and photographs. Together with a large collection of
clippings and newspapers from his years in China.

Other items include: Lyon’s CNAC pilot’s blazer, 3 lithographed CNAC
posters from the period, and a set of embroidered CNAC “wings”; a
collection of travel labels from passenger liners and hotels throughout
the far east; a collection of stamps of the period; a calligraphic wall
hanging; and a canister of film featuring an early newsreel biography of
the Young Marshal.



The shewegirl Lyon followed to China
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Assembling the Young Marshal’s Be‘mé

==WHAT GOES UP - HAS TO COME
DOWN - BOME WAY OR ANOTHER,

Repairing planes for CNAC

28 | Bonhams




:"'CHIMA IM THE RAW."
The sheer volume of Hyland *Bud® Lyon's written and photographic
tecord of his years in China—along with the other memorabilia he
Feollected-—tolks us that he was well aware of his unigue position as a
PWitness to histary
“Ive photographs speak for themsehves. The corespondence is egqually
fich: Lyon hadd an apen and affectionate relationship with his maternal
: . and his letters to her are lively and detailed. In a letter dated
aty 2, 1935, he describes how he landed his first job in China: “on the
o 27th, | got a tefephone call from Frank Cole, who s the
anic for Marshal Chang Hsueh-Liang. one of the modern Chinese
Frarik asked me to come out to Lunghwa aerodrome fght away,
b for me. Lunghwa is about 10 mites south of Shanghal
e ... when | got there | leamed that the Marshal had purchased 2
B5 it the States and they had just arrived that morning, completely
ded and crated ... Marshal Chang’s equipment ordinanly is kept at
1 i the army aviation base 100 miles infand, or Hankow;
v army post 575 miles infand, but because of the size of
5 v docided to assemble the planes at Shanghai, and fly them
L= Though the job for the Yaung Marshal was only to last a few
the CMAC erees who watched Lyon work over the next few weeks
decided 10 offer him permanent work (this after having rejected him
he first applied eartier in the year),
‘“D“_i“l"" himsell flying all over China, repaining CNACT airplanes
ﬁlﬂi‘“ﬂl::lw alvaging crash scenes, all the while taking photographs
Mg ketlers home, The presence of the Communist "bandits® and
CNnnEIhI:IH dicd not escape his attention. After a tour "in the sticks”
+ W wars ired once again by the Young Marshal's team, soon

s 1
885 3 co-pilo alongside the Marshal’s cheel pilot and operations
1, Buliaes Bare

Quickly Lyon became one of the Young Marshals "insiders,” alongside
Barr, Englishman Jlimmy Elder {manager of all aperations for the Young
Marshal), and Royal Leonard (personal pilot for Chiang Kai-shek). In

late 1936 Lyon found himself assigned teaching duties at the ground
schoal al Hankow, placed there by Elder. Somehow he and one other
pilot found themselves at Xi‘an on December 12, as Lyon reveals in a
one-page manuscript found among his papers, dated December 15,
1936: “We are entirely surrounded by police and troops and are not
allowed to leave the airfield o to touch our personal property. In fact
we cannat even relieve ourselves withoul being accompanied....” During
the period of the Xi'an Incident, Lyon and the other pilots ferried parties
hack and forth, and Lyan was definitely on board when Zhang Xueliang
returned to the capital after the release of Chiang Kai-shek. On January
18, 1937 he wrote to his grandmother: *Things are still unsettied here,
we don't know yet how they will tum out as the Northern armies and
Nanking seem to be no nearer fo a settfement than they were three
weeks ago. | am stil, for the most part playing bodyguard to fim Elder
and keeping him company as much as possible. Fartunarely, Miss Chao,
a very beautiful and charming girl, who is really the Marshal's second
wife .. was able to get out of Sian on the Sth, and arrived here on the
11th. A very lucky break for her. The plane which brought her arrived
after dark .. and Mr. Efder and | met her at the airfield and escorted her
te her home ... Whenever she does have fo go ouf, | am always called fo
accompany her " The same letter reports on Lyon’s apparent espionage
activities: keeping tabs on a gang of five Russians who frequently tail
the American crew; reparting the capture of anather spy. known by

the alias “Pick,” a mercenary who last worked for a European power
wha became a double agent for the Communists. From April 4, 1937
“For the past three and a hall months, in fact ever since the day the
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Lyon's CNAC tunic i

KL = YUES ( Hyland “Bud® Lyon, 1908-1973 ) i
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Bxperiences during this period of extremely varied operations.... " In By
fact Lyon would continue to work on behall of the Young Marshal until
1941, He gives some details in his letters, but anather rich primary
SOUNCE is (he large collection of telegrams, many written in code,
Between Lyan, Barr, Elder, and other members of the inner circle
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CHIANG, MAYLING SOONG. 1898-2003, & CHIANG KAI-SHEK.
1887-1975.

Sian: A Coup d'Etat { A Fortnight in Sian: Extracts From a Diary. Shanghai
The China Publishing Company, 1937.

Svo. 119 pp. Printed en Chinese handmade bamboo paper, leaves
unopened: ofiginal red silk over boards, gilt stamped title. Some
discolaration 1o signature page and pastedowns, light wear o covers

SIGNED by Madame Chiang Kal-shek (“Mayling Scong Chiang”) and also
with her stamp; also signed by Chiang's personal pilot Royal Leonand, Zhang's
“head of operations™ James C. Elder, and Zhang's chief pilot Julius Barr

$500 - 700

HKD%4,000 - 6,000
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