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Preface to  “Democratic Development” , Chinese edition, April 15, 2015

I am most grateful to Tiananmen University for translating this course on democratic development into the Chinese language, and also for
making it available in written form.  Translation is a painstaking process, and there is no higher honor that an author can be paid than to have his work
made available in another language.

It is particularly meaningful to me that Chinese people will now have access to these materials in their own language. One of the most
important questions confronting the future of democracy in the world in the next several decades—in fact, probably the single most important question
about an uncertain future—is this: Where is China headed politically? As I make clear in this course, I think “modernization theory” can offer
valuable clues in trying to answer this question. It is important not to be too deterministic in our thinking; there is nothing inevitable about the
emergence of democracy. But it is not by coincidence that virtually all of the most developed countries in the world are democracies, and that as
countries (or at least non-oil countries) have become rich, they have sooner or later moved to adopt democracy.

Economic development brings a more complex society, with more different class groups, a larger and more autonomous middle class, more
autonomous sources of information, and more connections to a wider world in which democratic institutions and norms are now ascendant, even among
developing countries. Perhaps even more importantly, there is mounting scientific evidence that as economic development proceeds and young people
grow up in a context of greater prosperity and material comfort, values change. People are no longer satisfied with material progress alone. They want
freedom, self-determination, and respect—human dignity. They become more tolerant of differences but also more eager to express themselves artistically
and politically. They gain greater self-confidence and political efficacy—a feeling that if they patticipate in the political process, they can have an impact.
They belong to more organizations and grow more adept at forming new ones. They become more questioning of authority and more skeptical of
ideology. They seek, in the words of Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel, “emancipation from authority” and “human empowerment.”

China's communist leaders would like the Chinese people and the rest of the world to believe that China (and perhaps most of Asia) is different,
that distinctive Chinese or Asian values will continue to privilege order over freedom and authority over diversity. But they are waging a losing battle.
Public opinion data and the growing abundance of evidence from Chinese civil society, mass media (including social media), and political protests of all
kinds show that as a consequence of three decades of rapid economic development, Chinese society is now changing very rapidly. Increasingly, the
people of China will seeck and demand democratic political freedom. This does not require immediate democratization. But it does suggest that if China
is to remain stable politically, its rulers must introduce at least gradual reforms to allow more freedom of organization and expression, separate the
Communist Party from the state and the judiciary, and foster the emergence of a genuine rule of law.  This is the great paradox of modernization: To
remain stable, or at least to fend off revolutionary pressures, political systems must change and adapt to accommodate new social groups and expectations.
Failing that, authoritarian systems are vulnerable to sudden collapse—as happened to the former Communist states of Europe and the Soviet Union, and
as almost happened to China in 1989.

China would have a better chance of smoothly developing and consolidating a reasonably liberal democracy if it embarked on a gradual path of
democratic change, for example, like the path followed by Taiwan during the late 1970s, 1980s, and eatly 1990s.  The sudden collapse of Communist rule
is a risky proposition. It could bring sudden liberation and a rapid turn to democracy, but in the absence of any recent history of democracy, it is more
likely to bring the kind of chaos, plunder, and authoritarian resurgence that we have seen in Russia since the collapse of the Soviet Union.

T wish China's current rulers would learn the lessons of history and lead a process of gradual political liberalization and democratic opening.

But they seem to have learned exactly the wrong lesson from the failure of the Soviet Union. In their obsession to avoid the fate of Mikhail Gorbachev,
they are destined to become like him in the most important respect—the rulers who presided over the collapse of a 70-year-old communist system.

T very much hope that China's current rulers will study the lessons of diverse country experiences and the theories of democratic development
so that they may begin to ready themselves and their country for democratic change. But sooner or later, democratic change will come to China. It is

now the great historical task of this generation of Chinese thinkers, scholars, businessmen, and political and civic leaders to prepare for the most important
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political development that will take place in the world in the next several decades:  the democratization of China. This will be a huge and complex

undertaking, and I hope this course may be of some use in that process.
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[6-114&R3:? 1 006-1B.1 What is Democracy- [16 min].srt http:/youtu.be/fwfWt-Bs4LY
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