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A Study of Zhou Enlai’s Role in the Earlier Period of the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution
(1966-1971)

Abstract

The thesis aims to discuss three issues. Firstly, we need to rediscover the truth:
did the beginning and later stage of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (GPCR)
in anyway influenced the establishment of Zhou Enlai’s reciprocal relationship with
Mao Zedong? As well as the role Zhou’s character played in this power struggle: was
Zhou Enlai really as CCP official publication stated, that he “suffering all disgrace
and insults in order to accomplish a task” in the period of the GPCR. Secondly, it is
also worth to analyze and discuss how Zhou Enlai has survived through the CCP’s
power struggle during the GPCR. He was prosecuted and oppressed by other party
members, and was degraded to periphery at the time, however he was never
‘defeated’. Thirdly, I would like to discuss the crucial role that Zhou Enlai played in
the “13 September Incident”.

Zhou Enlai is a high ranking CCP leader with complete experiences and high
recognitions. He has experienced numerous political battles staged by Mao Zedong
but he was never completely defeated, which was attributed to his cooperation with
Mao Zedong in the GPCR. At the time, Mao ‘s commends was mainly executed by
Zhou Enlai who was so called “a valuable and capable assistant”, and did Mao a big
favor. In addition, he played an important role in maintaining the power balance
among the CCP’s internal factions. In the organization of CCP, he was so important
that he could influence the direction of political trends. As a negotiator, Zhou Enlai
played a good role in dealing with political and diplomacy affairs of CCP. “. This is
probably the fundamental reason of why he played crucial role in the incident of

“13 September Incident”.

Keywords: Zhou Enlai, Mao Zedong, Lin Biao, 13 September Incident
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