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The Transformation of Zhang Bojun’s Political Career

ABSTRACT

Zhang Bojun’s political ideas and actions could be divided into two different
periods. Before 1949, Zhang Bojun acted as a member of the Third party to lessen the
tension between the Kuomintang (KMT) and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP),
but he was much closer to CCP. After 1949, Zhang Bojun showed his fully support to
the new government of the People’s Republics of China which was established by the
CCP. However, Zhang was claimed as a rightist by Mao Zedong in 1957. Mao’s
allegation significantly influenced the development of Zhang’s political career and

even ended his political life.

The aim of the thesis is to analyze the reasons why Zhang was claimed as a
rightist and to indicate the influence of the indictment which directly ended Zhang’s

political career.

Keywords: Zhang Bojun, the middle-way, the Third Party, the Democratic League,

Anti-Rightist Movement.
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